A possible mechanism for phenol-induced pemphigus.
A possible mechanism for phenol-induced pemphigus lesions in genetically predisposed individuals is proposed that accounts for in vitro observations and cases of biochemical acantholysis, as well as the in vivo acantholysis in pemphigus induced by phenols. The mechanism involves the induction of interleukin-1a and tumor necrosis factor-a release by keratinocytes. These cytokines in turn have been shown to be involved in the regulation and synthesis of complement and proteases like plasminogen activator, which have been implicated in the pathogenesis of acantholysis in pemphigus vulgaris.